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Shapiro, Lionel The Sixth June 
Doubleday. Aug. 1955. 351p. $3.95. 


Since The Sixth June deals with events which are, 
most, only thirteen years the past, Lionel Shapiro 
feels that must explain his daring call his work 
historical novel. The explanation, given note 
the beginning the book, clear and cogent, and 
the novel certainly historical one; very effec- 
tively recalls life period that has come seem 
remote and dead. New crises and new instruments 
destruction have come upon rapidly that 
have all but forgotten the fears, the battles, the as- 
semblages power, and the deaths that formed the 
general theme men’s thoughts and imaginings less 
than dozen years ago. Mr. Shapiro has shown great 
skill bringing back vivid reality the atmosphere 
the years just prior the great assault Normandy. 


The central figure this story American officer, 
Brad Parker, who has won his commission his own 
merits but has been given his staff position London 
virtue congressman’s influence. Parker not 
England very long before falls love with 
Valerie Russell; has devoted wife home and 
Valerie pledged, tacitly, English officer who 
serving Africa; but Brad and Valerie are carried 
away new love that pushes into the background, 
problems solved later date, the obligations 
which cannot destroy. Brad transferred Africa, 
but after time uses his prestige person with 
influence get himself sent back England. Just 
when seems, because his desire near Valerie 
and his willingness anything implement that 
desire, destined spend the war behind desk, his 
British rival invalided home. Valerie rushes off 
nurse the man who has prior claim her affection 
and Brad, acting impulse, volunteers for special 
assault group. commands company the first 
assault sector Normandy, wounded and sent 
back England. Valerie visits him 
there the two conclude that, though they are still 
deeply love, they must renounce each other. 


Mr. Shapiro may think that the big renunciation scene 
the hospital brings his novel neat conclusion; 
does, mistaken. While Brad has been 
absorbed his new romance, his wife, Janie, has 
actually been sick because her knowledge what 
going inside him. Presumably will back 


her. prepare the way, Mr. Shapiro has made 
Janie conveniently humble her love, aware her 
husband’s wandering but deeply love with him 
that she will anything get him back. defer- 
ence realism, Brad made say the end the 
book that things have not come right, but the impli- 
cations are that they will work out, least the 
author’s satisfaction. his sympathy for his hero and 
his desire create real human experience, Mr. 
Shapiro focuses attention the man; not emphasized, 
left implicit, the fact that the wife badly mistreated 
selfish and callous husband. 


The conduct the errant officer is, however, merely 
depicted, not glorified, and fundamentally Mr. Shapiro 
seems have sound values. seems little too 
casual his treatment the neglected wife, this 
defect way interferes with the real achievement 
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Shapiro Hachiya Maass 


this book—the evocation the past; history, and 
not romance, the interesting aspect The Sixth 
June. fact, Brad Parker’s waywardness not 
disturbing could because never becomes quite 
real; his complete obsession with Valerie out 
character and unintelligible. The world moves 
is, however, intensely real. The England fear and 
rising hope, the slow amassing tremendous strik- 
ing force, the dreadful expectation that surrounded the 
most famous the D-days, the tenseness training 
and battle, the great invasion armada, all these are 
utterly alive Mr. Shapiro’s presentation. had 
have plot, but his plot actually minor import- 
ance. His story has its flaws but tolerable because 
occasions piece splendid re-creation. writes 
stirring times, and lets them lose none their 
excitement. Some his minor characters tend 
types, but they are accurately set forth. 


The theme and, occasionally, the language this book 
warrant restricting adults; but handling deli- 
cate situation, and using setting that offered abund- 
ant enticement coarseness description, Mr. Shapiro 
has shown considerable knows how 


write. 
William Hill, 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Hachiya, Michihiko, M.D. Hiroshima Diary 
Translated Warner Wells, M.D. University North 
Carolina Press. Aug. 1955. 238p. $3.50. 

Diary tells the holocaust visited upon the 
already defeated Japanese nation the dropping 
the first atomic bomb upon enemy the United 
States. similar bomb had been previously exploded 
secrecy July 15, 1945, Pajarito Plateau, New 
Mexico. But the shocking announcement President 
Truman the following August sixth the devasta- 
tion wrought upon Hiroshima that day was the earliest 
information that America, and indeed the world, had 
the terrifying and disastrous effects the atomic 
bomb. 

Hiroshima Diary, Doctor Hachiya, director the 
Communications Hospital, himself wounded, gives 
dramatic, day-by-day account events between August 
sixth—when his hospital was gutted fire and quar- 
ter million homes destroyed—and September 30, 
1945. His not tale fay-whimpering emotional 
sentimentality. is, the contrary, factual journal 
the desolation, suffering and death that ensued upon 
the awesome flash and shock-wave the atomic fire- 
the portrayal the greatest man-made 
cataclysm history and inspiring revelation dis- 
cipline, courage and devotion. 

darkness, because there were lighting facilities 
available weeks end, rain shine, with neither 
roof nor windows for protection, Doctor Hachiya and 
his colleagues labored unravel the scientific mysteries 
the effects the new weapon. Without adequate 
assistance, laboratory equipment, for 
drinking bathing and with prospect aid from 
Tokyo, uncleansed and unblanketed, bedridden patients 
were sympathetically comforted and encouraged. 
accompaniment these handicaps was observed 
that severe wounds and extensive burns complicated 
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infection, serious they might be, were not the 
most dangerous injuries suffered. besides, 
more consequences: the destruction the red and 
white blood cells which resulted profound anemia, 
leucopenia and agranulocytosis, the effects which 
were manifested infectious gangrene the mouth, 
throat and wounds. Disappearance the blood pla- 
telets, thrombocytopenia, caused hemorrhages into the 
skin, mucous membranes, internal organs 
cavities. The hair and teeth fell out; the skin became 
dry and mummified. Many died for the want blood 
transfusions and chemotherapy which were impossible 
procure. (The failure Doctor Hachiya and his 
translator record the loss teeth insignificant 
oversight.) 

striking impression made the apparent lack 
preparedness the part the Japanese Government 
and its medical personnel for catastrophe. was 
anticipated that American B-29’s would bomb Hiro- 
shima and that invasion the enemy was im- 
minent. Yet defense the city was not planned, 
The military barracks had been evacuated and neither 
the citizenry nor the hospitals were organized for the 
evacuation and care casualties. these defects lie 
ominous warning the United States. From them 
members the Civil Defense and the public generally 
should learn the full implications nuclear warfare 
and prepared cope with its consequences. 


Doctor Hachiya’s book capably translated. con- 
tains footnotes and glossary which 
ground information for the reader’s better understand- 


ing the text. 
William White, M.D., 


Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Maass, Edgar The Magnificent Enemies 
Scribners. Aug. 15, 1955. 343p. $3.95. 


Chaucer’s Merchant, who earnestly wished that the 
sea-ways protected “bitwixe Middelburgh and Ore- 
welle,” had excellent grounds for his concern. fact, 
the problem keeping the sea-lanes free that mer- 
chants might trade without molestation was one the 
reasons for that political and economic union, first 
merchants and later free Germanic cities, known 
history the Hanseatic League. That association 
flourished Chaucer’s century and the century that 
followed, and effectively protected the commerce 
the League from the pirates, Likedeelers, who 
fected the North and Baltic seas. Those were stirring 
times, and they form some the background The 
Magnificent Enemies, new novel Edgar Maass. 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 
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Man the Gray Flannel Suit (Ila) Aug. 
The Flower Girls July 
Time for Sergeants Oct. 
The Dinner Party Finletter July 
Sincerely, Willis Wayde (Ila) Marquand Mar. 
Officers and Gentlemen 
The Good Shepherd 


Waugh Aug. 
Forester 
Run Silent, Run Deep (Ila) Beach 


Gift from the Sea Lindbergh 

The Power Positive Thinking (IIb) 

How Live 365 Days Year Schindler 

Why Johnny Can’t Read Flesch 

Onions the Stew (Ila) MacDonald June 
Grandfather Stories Adams Aug. 


The enemies are Simon van Utrecht, merchant, and 
Klaus von Sissingen, noble driven piracy. These 
are the chief protagonists, but the rambling story, 
uneven way, throws into almost great prominence 
the red giant, Michel, once companion and 
more often called. The cause their falling-out 
Donna Angelina, wife Nicolo Peruzzi, the Venetian 
money-lender. All these characters come together 
Simon brings his ship, The Spreckled Cow, into Bruges 
after voyage Novgorod, and Stoertebeker docks 
nearby the Can Grande, Catalan caravel and 
Goedeke Michel have acquired Venice. The money- 
lender and his wife are aboard with cargo gold, 
intended the ransom Swedish king. Goedeke 
Michel has left the ship when his infatuation with 
Donna Angelina leads him seek murder Peruzzi. 
Stoertebeker insists that his promise protect the 
money-lender holds till the voyage completed. 


The Duke Burgundy commissions Simon carry the 
gold Hamburg, and completes the trip safely, al- 
though Goedeke Michel, now Likedeeler, tries in- 
tercept him. Klaus driven, partly his democratic 
ideas and sense justice, take piracy; and the 
machinations Donna Angelina, who has murdered 
her husband and lives with Goedeke Michel, Stoerte- 
beker and Goedeke Michel join forces. Their com- 
bined strength and the threat they pose the Hanse 
merchants, cause the latter arm their vessels and 
seek out the pirates. great sea-battle, the Like- 
deelers are defeated, Simon’s closing with the 
Can Grande furious struggle. Condemned the 
Senate Hamburg die for piracy, Stoertebeker, 
Goedeke Michel and all but seven their men perish 
under the headman’s axe. The seven were saved 
Stoertebeker who performed the amazing feat run- 
ning past that number his followers after his head 
had been struck from his body. 


There more unreality the book than Stoertebeker’s 
feat. Donna Angelina seems poorly motivated 
and belongs Gothic novel rather than this quasi- 
historical work. Moreover, the author, dealing 
must with Catholic scenes and material such work, 
some strange blunders. The reference Our 
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Lady lying the manger (p. 35) and the error re- 
ferring the Apostles’ Creed said the Mass (p. 
198) are instances point. Why “all sounds the 
supernatural” (p. 197) should fill people with sense 
doom, hard discover. There are other tell- 
tale marks that Maass has not the mastery the Cath- 
olic material that his tale obviously called for. 


Dennis McCarthy, O.P., Ph.D., 
Head, Department English, 
Providence College, 

Providence Rhode Island 


Slaughter, Frank Flight from Natchez 
Doubleday. Aug. 11, 1955. 285p. $3.75. 


The conflict between England and Spain around the 
lower Mississippi phase the American Revolu- 
tion that has been little exploited 
novelist. Dr. Slaughter not only has appreciated the 
freshness this general material but specifically from 
Pickett’s History Alabama has resurrected the 
amazing story group Loyalist refugees who 
traveled nearly five hundred miles, from Natchez 
Colonel McGillivray’s plantation Talassee, evade 
superior Spanish forces. Their survival Indian am- 
bush, hunger, swollen rivers, smallpox, and hundred 
other adversities fascinating piece true adventure 
that has need the rather ordinary characteriza- 
tions and fictional supplement that encumber it. 


The new doctor-hero John Powers, medical captain 
Tory regiment Pensacola. When unjustly 
cashiered for embezzlement, assumes role free- 
lance opportunism the political complexities that 
surround him. First, however, must come revenge 
against the man who framed him; and since that 
worthy has evaded his immediate clutches, makes 
his way Natchez, where the man’s sister offers 
possible means reprisal. 


Enroute meets beautiful Faith Gordon, who has just 
been fleeced her inheritance and left stranded the 
frontier. They unwittingly share the same hotel room 
while John sleeps off carouse, and out the situa- 
tion arises their decision pose husband and wife 
for the mutual safe-conduct thereby afforded. 
Eventually the “newlyweds” arrive Natchez find 
that the Loyalists organized consumptive Dr. Wright, 
have seized the fort and control the town. Reversal 
fortune comes quickly, however, and the approach 
large punitive force Spaniards finally compels 
the hundred staunch Loyalists pack their pos- 
sessions and set out overland for the haven Talassee, 
Georgia. John wants part the political issues, 
but persuaded attractive Stella Wright ac- 
company the group neutral assistant her frail 
husband. 

Stella both appealing and available John, but 
ironically she also the object his original mission 
vengeance. She pierces the husband-wife disguise, 
but its continuation made expedient the circum- 
stances the journey. While helps expose treach- 
erous guide, ward off Indians, defeat smallpox infec- 
tion, and solve host other dangers the course 
the trek, John finds his own life becoming increas- 
ingly confused. Loved both Faith and Stella, torn 


between Loyalist and Whig sympathies, can settle 
neither his affections nor his patriotism. Faith proves 
herself woman frontier stamina and twice saves 
his life, but Stella’s warmer feminism also has its 
appeal. 


Talassee, reached after fascinating odyssey that 
easily the best part the book, brings all the solutions. 
Stella regains her marital devotion and goes East 
Florida with her husband. John realizes that Faith 
has considered herself his wife fact all along; 
promptly emerges from selfishness into enthusiastic de- 
votion her and the American cause she supports, 
ignoring even the British offer restitution when his 
honeymoon. 


The husband-wife game and the availability another 
man’s wife are both fraught with obvious opportunity 
for sensationalism. Except for rare embrace, how- 
ever, John Powers remains unaware that sleeping 
the same tent with Faith and tempting Stella 
infidelity. The situation evidently meant glam- 
orize the hero and add racy quality the story; Dr. 
Slaughter seems hope the reader will await the ex- 
plosion with bated breath, for initially John por- 
trayed swashbuckling adventurer whom com- 
punction seems quite alien. That remains respect- 
able neither justifies dispensable device nor makes 
desirable for immature readers. 


George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 


White, Patrick The Tree Man 
Viking. Aug. 15, 1955. 499p. $4.50. 


other words could better express the real meaning 
grasp the true content this story family and 
human relationships than the very title itself. 
simple all that. For all its length, Patrick White’s 
novel Australian pioneering folk does nothing 
more than trace, unhurriedly and undramatically, the 
humble, day-to-day lives this plain couple and their 
two children. 


Sometime about the turn the century, Stan Parker, 
shortly after the death his mother, betook himself 
the frontier, asking for nothing more than his daily 
existence. short time married and with 
his wife, Amy, settled upon lowly homestead the 
wilderness. the years pass their two children, 
unlike their homely parents, seek more than this seem- 
ingly unending attachment the land. Ray, unstable, 
undecided and morose, goes away and brings disgrace 
the family name when seeks earn his living 
any manner and any means, notably unlawful. 
deserts his wife and family, and when mur- 
dered learned that has had child some 
nondescript character with whom had been living. 

helma, somewhat pale and sickly individual, fares 
much better her own chosen way. position 
town away from home leads her marriage 
wealth—if nothing else. And that what Stan Parker 
has show his days when passes out this life. 
Whether was ever aware Amy’s brief lapse and 
affair with commercial traveler, she his tasting 
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the dregs life would seem little consequence, 
That how their lives were spent. there was love, 
expressed itself with little outward manifestation, 
Their days were spent monotonous boredom with- 
out any apparent purpose meaning. 

Except for several excellent descriptions natural 
disasters—fire, flood, and drought—which strike the 
region various times, this particular reviewer found 
the story the Parker family tedious and less in- 
spiring pleasant than the people themselves. 
not detract from the author’s insight and gift 
revealing the inner feelings and motivations, the daily 
trials and joys, the happiness and sorrows his people. 
But the over-all effect one depression; might 
almost say sorrow. Since moves such leisurely 
pace, must read accordingly; studied, were, 
This, coupled with its general tenor and tone, requires 
discriminating and discerning reader who will cer- 
tainly appreciate the author’s style and talents. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Toombs, Alfred 
Crowell. Aug. $3.50. 


John Henry Johnson comes Washington search 
gold—only wants turn into dirt, rather special 
kind dirt which, when mixed with ordinary soil, will 
cause plants burgeon profusely and fructify centuply. 
his product taurum and obtains by- 
product treating gold atomic pile. John Henry 
the stock naive-young-scientist character who wishes 
give the benefits his discoveries the world but 
succeeds mostly kicking over private applecarts and 
snarling the red tape the status quo. His Repre- 
sentative, Jack Fairweather, manages keep him out 
psychotic wards but cannot control the various 
ations exploded when John Henry tangles with the 
Chairman Senate Committee investigating sub- 
versive activities when takes off globe-gird- 
ling, taurum-sprinkling flight which plays hob with the 
Iron Curtain. Incident follows incident with each 
zanier than the preceding until monstrously involved 
situation finally rights itself with young love and John 
Henry triumphant. 

humorous satire upon life lived the D.C. 
maelstrom, Good Gold does not quite come off. 
funny spots, boring others, altogether melange 
all the well known cliché situations Washington. 
Profane, vulgar and almost obscene spots, with little 
moral tone, suitable for adult readers but 
scarcely worth reading. 


O’Brian Patrick The Walker and Other Stories 
Harcourt, Brace. Aug. 11, 1955. 244p. $3.50. 


choosing the pieces for this volume, Patrick O’Brian 
has made some impressive blunders. would unfor- 
tunate the poor stories this book—and there are 
some very poor ones—were give readers distaste 
for the whole collection; does include several tales 
that are good and some that are excellent. 


Mr. tastes technique and subject 
sometimes lead him astray. avoids insulting the 
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reader’s intelligence being too explicit, but, the 
other end the scale, relies too heavily sugges- 
tion; thus occasionally leaves the reader with feel- 
arcane when really had nothing worth hiding. Mr. 
likes but does not always succeed 
bringing off; twice, “The Drawing the Cur- 
ranwood Badgers” and “The Happy Despatch” 
works beautifully toward climactic point and then 
disappoints his reader utterly presenting the one 
story climax that absurd and the other con- 
clusion that inane. 


collection twenty-five stories and the good narra- 
tives this volume compensate for the inferior ones. 
“The Lemon” and “The Walker” are superb 
stories told psychopaths; “The Virtuous Peleg” 
clever, witty satire the guise legend; “The Dawn 
and “The Return” are excellent portrayals 
ordinary men thrilling deeply beauty hidden 
apparent drabness. rare occasions, the author 
prone pile descriptive detail until becomes 
burdensome but ordinarily uses with skill and 
accuracy. has good eye and good sense the 
dramatic. 

This book may caviar for the general but there 
are many who could enjoy it: those interested 
new talent and experiments technique, those who 
are willing let themselves caught the thrill 
quiet adventure—perhaps only one other contem- 
porary writer can equal Mr. O’Brian the ability 
make non-fisherman feel all the joy fishing—and 
those who have taste for the bizarre. 


William Hill, S.J., 


Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Garrity, Devin A., editor Irish Short Stories 
Devin-Adair. July 29, 1955. 500p. $5.00. 

Mr. Garrity, who has enduring interest contem- 
porary Irish writing, gives the American reader 
representative and perhaps the largest collection 
modern Irish short stories that has even been com- 
piled. includes almost any noteworthy Irish writer 
the twentieth century. Most these authors are 
knewn this country, although few, like Des- 
Clarke and Michael MacGrian, will new 
many American readers. These authors also repre- 
sent the various conflicting interests found both 
Ireland and Irish writing. There is, for instance, 
these pieces Anglo-Irishry, anti-clericalism, Celtic 
mysticism and Irish whimsy. avenue the laby- 
Irish scene ignored. 

One the particular features this collection, which 
typical almost all the stories, the peculiar 
magic which these authors achieve with words. For 
example, Bryan MacMahon’s neat sentence, “His lips 
grew busy with the Latin psalms,” arresting de- 
scription priest beginning recite his office. There 
are many more such compelling and deft expressions 
which enliven almost every page the book. 


These stories also reveal many aspects Irish life. The 
the farmer gain living from stub- 
born soil etched well. The pathetic plight the 


Garrity Prokosch 


poor cities like Dublin and Belfast touchingly por- 
trayed. The frustration the imaginative school- 
master well the niggardly dealing the greedy 
tradesman taken into account. cite few other 
pictures Irish living, the courage the patriot, the 
waywardness the tinker, the ambition parents, 
the impact the clergy are not spurned. 


The content these stories, great extent, tends 
the grim tragic side. There some humor, 
usually ironic saucy, but there very little refresh- 
ing cheerfulness about most them. Another lack 
that might mentioned the absence spirituality. 
consciousness spiritual values—which domi- 
nant trait almost all Irishmen—does not prevail 
any degree many these yarns. fact, such values 
are occasionally lampooned. may true, course, 
that significant stories this genre are not being writ- 
ten Ireland, but piece Sheridan Maura 
Laverty could well supplement and counteract the 
many unspiritual tales which predominate. 


However, this volume well worth reading, and 
does make contribution that new class writing 
which has been termed, perhaps for want better 
nomenclature, Anglo-Celtic literature. will re-create 
for those who know the Irish scene many pleasureable 
moments. will introduce those, who otherwise 
are not acquainted with Ireland the Irish, world 
which may times prove puzzling but will never prove 


dull. 
Brendan Larnen, O.P., 
Providence College, 


Providence Rhode Island 


Prokosch, Frederic Tale for Midnight 
Little, Brown. July 28, 1955. 354p. $3.95. 


the spring the year 1595, Francesco Cenci moved 
his wife, Lucrezia, and his daughter Beatrice, his 
newly purchased castle beyond the reaches Rome. 
was evil man, thoroughly evil man one 
could find, savage his temper, violently jealous 
both his wife and daughter, lecherous, adulterous, 
homosexual. the seclusion lonely castle 
made both women prisoners. 

But Beatrice would not endure it. she could not 
destroy the evil man who was her father, she could join 
forces with other evil men and have them perpetrate 
the deed. She consulted with her brother, received 
approval, and set about murdering her 
ather. 


Unfortunately, the murder was accomplished with all 
the secrecy and finesse the dropping atom 
bomb. Even the report the doctor, certifying that 
Cenci had perished from fall, was not sufficient 
quell the rumors murder which raged through the 
neighboring villages even before the crime. When the 
rumors reached the ears the lay power the Vati- 
can States, something had done determine 
truth. From that moment the murderers were doomed. 


This not the first time the Cenci family has appeared 
the literature crime. Shelley wrote rather mon- 
strous drama the story, and the tale has been lying 
around for these many years with all the other horror 
tales which have sprung from sixteenth century Italy. 


Kurnitz Paul 


seems that Mr. Prokosch has done just about 
the last word the subject. have every confidence 
the world that the story will now retold many 
other novelists, but sure that the next telling will 
great let-down. 


Mr. Prokosch has gone about the telling his tale 
curiously brilliant, yet equally naive manner. 
would most unjust the author say that has 
kept himself out the story completely, because there 
vast wealth observations Italy that period 
which represent the finest sort editorializing. But 
has given the reader the feeling there author, 
but only story which telling itself, and telling itself 
brilliantly. This mean feat, and the telling 
this particular tale, the value the cold eye scarcely 
estimated, well does all come off. 


The characterization each major figure the plot 
carried out splendidly, again the self-revelation 
the story telling itself, and the inexorable steps doom 
move through the novel with massive 
indeed perfect job writing impressive and ter- 
rifying novel. 


But would not let Mr. Prokosch utterly unscathed. 
seems that there are two valid points which 
might taken against this book: 


First, the story not nearly big enough for it. 
said that, sonnet, idea often racked stretch 
fourteen lines; and have feeling that the plot 
Tale for Midnight has much longer arms page 
three hundred and fifty-four than did page one. 
Had the story been compressed into novelette, feel 
the value the work would have been greater. 


Secondly, there the element horror for the sake 
horror running through the whole book. 
means terrifying tale that you might sleep less 
you read it, but rather gruesome bit summer 
fiction. And there was certain element Jack Webb 
running through all that made one listen for the 
inevitable dum-da-dum-dum whenever chapter came 
close. 


With these two very minor objections—and the ob- 
servation that bit rugged recom- 
mend this any adult who wants watch master 
writing novel with razor blade. 


Frank O’Gorman, 
Department English, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Invasion Privacy 
July 22, 1955. 247p. $2.75. 
There question for the reader about the identity 
the murderer: the shooting philandering hus- 
band his rich wife, and the cheap little crook hired 
hold them up, acted out the first chapter. Be- 
cause the husband’s connection with crook and gun 
cannot established, not charged. decade 
later, sues for libel big, movie 
company which filming the story, detail for detail. 
After which, the reader has only wait until key 
figures are killed off know who the blackmailer is. 


Kurnitz, Harry 
Random House. 


Best SELLERs 


The story focused New York public relations 
counsel for the Hollywood movie company. 
satire the big executive who has private teletype 
service and direct telephone connections with his New 
York office, but who uses wierd cablese that saves 
the company nearly dollar day; who will pay new 
director much two hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars, but belch molten lava there 
dollar excess baggage fee attached the latter’s 
portation expenses; who fires everybody sight, 
whether his employ not, not reminded 
his wife’s Another set characters takes 
off the slander-and-libel lawyer, product Brooklyn 
night school law and dressed represent Harvard 
and Groton, hence not surprisingly equipped with two 
vocabularies, one rich and literary for the courtroom— 
whether not—and one “earthy, obscene 
Manhattan which was his native tongue.” 


The narrative principally dialog, some which 
funny and well-paced, the reader does not wince 
one bit blasphemy which used without distinction 
practically the whole caste characters. There 
the usual heavy dash sex, expected from this 
school detection, but the beatings are held down 


one major operation. 
Helen Butler, Ph.D., 
Department Librarianship, 
Marywood College, 
Scranton, Pennsylvania 


Paul, Charlotte Minding Our Own Business 
Random House. July 29, 1955. 309p. $3.95. 

When the Groshells took over the Falls Printing Com- 
pany, publisher the Snoqualmie Valley Record, 
someone prophesied that they could hold out for five 
years “after that, they’ll have shoot you get rid 
you.” Well, their term expired last October and 
according this account the distaff side the 
family they are now apparently “in for good.” True, 
that date, they still had the matter debt, 
something like $10,000; but had once been more than 
double that amount. why worry, especially this 
current literary contribution Ed’s “gold mine” does 
handsomely did her previous effort, Gold Moun- 
tain. 


The state Washington and ownership small- 
town weekly quite jump from Chicago where 
was news editor the Chicago Daily Times and Char- 
lotte the assistant foreign news editor. But they made 
that jump; and just impulsively they seem 
everything. Most would probably say that they 
were five “tough” years, and wonder Miss Paul’s 
(Mrs. Groshell’s) acceptance life blithe the 
impression she creates. boys stricken with polio, 
husband with overtaxed heart, and constant 
debt would not exactly seem spell security. Yet 
these two very unique people have weathered these 
and other storms, have expanded and improved their 
business, built home, and, Charlotte says, “all 
need what we’ve got—a fair and even chance.” 


Let one imagine for second that Miss Paul’s story 
repetitious narrative trials and tribulations beg- 
ging for sympathy and tears. Whether the problems 
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serious everyday “events” seven-day week 
days, they are described with subtle 
humor that brings slight chuckle and give the im- 
pression that even the author smiling she recalls 
them. Miss Paul’s writing has the unusual and pleas- 
ant quality bringing her readers believe that she 
too enjoying the work. 


Somewhere along the line Miss Paul wonders how her 
two boys are faring under her twofold career. Perhaps 
something bestir questioning. Also little 
(age 10) comments about horror comics might cause 
quizzical look. But that merely passing. 
all, Minding Our Own Business fine entertainment. 


Francis Ullrich, 
Manhattan College, 
New York 71, New York 


Connell, Brian Knight Errant 


Doubleday. June 1955. 255p. $4.00. 

This biography the well-known movie actor, Douglas 
Fairbanks, makes appear that acting just 
avocation for him. His real interest the field 
international peace and good-will. Numbering among 
his acquaintances, many the leaders these times, 
Mr. Fairbanks has served many capacities, usually 


This book reveals not only the details his cinema 
career and his personal life—his frustrating relationship 
with the senior Fairbanks, his brilliant war record, his 
connection with also the innumerable 
idealistic suggestions has put before national leaders 
America and England attempt further inter- 
national understanding. Many his ideas have been 
and are controversial and, result, has been either 
liked disliked intensely and has been variously given 
ear cold shoulder. For instance has 
advocated honorary international citizenship, peace- 
time recognition outstanding citizens, uniforms for 
our diplomatic corps. his biographer least, Mr. 
Fairbanks ‘knight errant”; the average reader will 
certainly regard him interesting and unusual. 


Rose Belvedere, 


Brooklyn, New York 


Olseth, Mama Came from Norway 
Vantage. June 26, 1955. 159p. $2.75. 


unaffected style somewhat reminiscent that 
Francoise Sagan’s, Olseth written Mama 
Came from Norway. Its theme man against nature 
presented with the maximum emotional impact 
through the very simplicity Olseth’s unaffected, 
Permanent vocabulary. 


The story that family’s attempt master their 
new homestead the bleak South Dakota plains. The 
mother, Siri Nelson, the backbone this 
her ambition for her large family that brings them 
from prosperous valley where they were better 
than tenant farmers, find place they can hold for 
their own. Ignorant the terrible features their 
new home, they depart for great optimism. After 
two years the isolation, deadly winter snowstorms 


Connell Olseth Weston 


and ruinous summer droughts, they must admit defeat 
and return whence they came. But not before the 
ant courage and stout faith Siri has been tested 
bitterly, through sickness, accidents, pinching want, 
childbirth the cramped quarters prairie sod hut, 
and the prolonged absences her husband, Johann. 


Humor abundant this wonderful tale. the 
darkness the family plight, the unsuppressable in- 
clination all children who are small boys, play, 
explore, and turn their energies all activities their 
worlds afford them, thoroughly exploited. 


There something for everyone this story. All ages 
can profit from the inspiration Siri’s human, humble 
dignity, children can enjoy the glimpses the life they 
might have had their parents had been pioneers, 
and the grownup can appreciate the dark moments 
Siri’s struggles. seldom that such slender volume 
can say much, and make plain many things un- 
said. This reviewer hopes everyone will read this story 
that richly deserves read. 


Eileen Anne Downey, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 


Weston, William 

Autobiography from the Jesuit Underground 
Translated from the Latin and edited Philip Caraman. 
Farrar, Strauss Cudahy. July 22, 1955. 259p. $4.00. 
Father Philip Caraman, who gave the story Father 
John Gerard The Autobiography Hunted Priest, 
now does similar service for Father William Weston, 
who 1584 landed East Anglia missionary 
work his native England. Family family, county 
county, worked ministering the faithful, reviv- 
ing the faith, and with his fellow Jesuits organizing the 
Catholic resistance. After twenty years this under- 
ground priesthood—seventeen which were spent 
various prisons, including four years solitary confine- 
ment the Tower—he returned the continent 
broken health. the English College Spain 
wrote this account help those who were come 
after him the work. 


His simple narrative, self-effacing, filled with vivid 
historical detail about the Catholicism the time— 
the hardships and heroic sacrifices those who re- 
mained faithful (repeated today behind the Iron Cur- 
tain), adventures with pursuivants, saying Mass 
secret and hiding “priest’s holes,” and the amazing 
apostolate they were able carry even while 
prison. 


The numerous stories which make the book, not 
only make good reading, but with the help Father 
Caraman’s copious notes should prove mine for 
scholars. They deal with such diverse incidents the 
Babington plot, the story Anthony Tyrell, the hap- 


the prison Wisbech, and (one 


favorites) idyllic stay the country home 
“gentleman who was skilled musician and had 
organ and other musical instruments, 
male and female, members the household.” William 
Byrd, the famous English Organist and Composer was 
one the company. He, too, suffered for his faith. 
During this time they had many sung Masses. Father 
Weston comments: “During those days was just 


Alcoholics Anonymous Price Sheehan 


were celebrating uninterrupted octave some 
great feast.” 


Through all shines the calm, gentle soul holy 
man, who the midst heroic adventure yearned 
only “to withdraw few days from ordinary work 
and dealings with people and devote myself without 
distraction prayer.” 
Thomas Gavigan, 
Jesuit Novitiate, 
Wernersville, Pennsylvania 


Alcoholics Anonymous (Second edition) 
Alcoholics Anonymous Publishing Co. July 16, 
575p. $4.50. 

This book revision the first edition originally 
published 1939 which has gone through 300,000 
copies. Not only does tell the appalling story 
alcoholism, but also serves give deep insight into 
the philosophy and functioning the A.A. 


Five chapters devoted the relationship the alco- 
holic his wife and family contain many instances 
marital and domestic difficulties, their meaning and 
methods handling them. Spouses and families that 
have been spared the presence alcoholic can never 
fully appreciate what means have family mem- 
ber victim. These chapters dispell many the mis- 
conceptions and false notions how the alcoholic 
should treated, and they offer many sound sugges- 
tions this area. 


The second part the book contains thirty-seven case 
histories alcoholics. Twelve these relate 
pioneers A.A.; twelve tell about people who stopped 
drinking time. The remainder are inspirational 
nature. 

the present time A.A. numbers more than 150,000 
members. view its short history, less than twenty 
years, this phenomenal growth. Since have 
over 800,000 problem drinkers the U.S. im- 
mediately obvious that hospitalization impossible 
even were feasible. Because this fact, efforts 
like A.A. take practical urgency. the book 
well indicates, A.A. does not seek supplant the psy- 
chiatrist medical man. However, the group experi- 
ences A.A. has evidently been sufficiently strong 
help chronic alcoholics take the steps necessary for 
their rehabilitation. 

This book welcome addition the literature 
has value for the alcoholic who seek- 
ing help, his family and friends and even the persons 
professionally concerned with his treatment 


covery. 
John Baldi, Chairman, 
Department Social Sciences, 
University Scranton 


1955. 


Price, Jeramie Katrina 
Farrar, Straus Cudahy. July 21, 1955. 306p. $3.50. 


Katrina purports the fictionalized biography 
first Catharine, mistress and later wife Peter 
the Great. few established facts the case have 
supplied excuse for highly tinted, lusty historical 
romance. According this “pretty” version, Cath- 


Best 


arine was Swedish peasant girl. jewel beauty 
and innocence, she sold into household slavery 
her widowed mother. She survived series 
ling trials occasioned Russia’s invasion Sweden: 
whippings, branding she-devil and horrible sights 
during imprisonment. She manages narrowly escape 
fate worse than death” until she comes into the 
ing and generous care the emperor’s close friend, 


Menshikov. 


Then follows her conquest Peter, cruel young giant 
who rules this half civilized country. Whatever history 
can prove about Catharine, this story presents her 
Peter’s true friend, clever diplomat who outwits the 
whole court become the first reigning queen and the 
saviour Russia. Throughout her ascent she main- 
tains childlike simplicity and goodness which sustains 
her tumultuous romance with the epileptic Peter. 


The story moves swiftly and the narrative pictures 
interesting and colorful period. Certainly, however, 
one would not read for historical knowledge. 
tailed descriptions sadistic beatings, scenes slaugh- 
ter and rape, well detailed bedroom scenes too 
vividly portrayed limit the mature adult who 
really shouldn’t waste time it. 

Kathleen Enzler, 

Bethesda, Maryland 


Sheehan, Arthur and Elizabeth Toussaint 
Kenedy. June 23, 1955. 257p. $3.50. 


This the fascinating story the life Pierre Tous 
saint, not the commander the bloody revolt the 
slaves against their French master, but Negro 
the same name who fled with his masters New York 
before the impending uprising Saint Domingue. 


Fake legends have centered around the members the 
Negro race. Often, they are accused being 
tionally religious and that their religion one based 
Deism, worship God when you will. This 
raphy would suffice reject all these legends. 
Toussaint, working against many odds, combined 
deep spiritual life with active one. had learned 
the trade hairdresser and with his earnings sup- 
ported his masters, the Berard family, who had lost 
everything the Saint Domingue uprisal. did 
his own choice. However, went further: 
bought freedom for slaves, sheltered homeless Negro 
boys, supported orphans and raised large funds for the 
first Catholic orphanage New York City. The slave 
owners always felt that was unthinkable that one 
with Negro blood should administer the sacraments and 
above all hear the confession white man. 
Toussaint through his life sacrifice became what 
might term the High Priest and the Founder modern 
Catholic Action. Emma Cary article which 
peared shortly after his death says: “He had strong 
sense being creature God, and outward 
cumstance birth, station even bondage, coul 
lessen his interior contentment. believe that 
never gauged his own merits any measure man’s 
making, but said, like St. Francis Assisi; ‘What 
Thy sight, God! that am, and more’.” 


Pierre lived during period (1766-1853) when slavery 
was accepted matter course, when the so-called 
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good Catholic those days, not much different than 
those today, felt that the Negro should only 
tolerated and not accepted creature God. 
his life every one could see that his dignity son 
God had been way affected his being Negro. 
did not wish anyone forget that was mem- 
ber that race. lived very real world where 
the exploitation his race white men was not out- 
lawed. Indirectly, Toussaint was militant for the 
cause racial justice. Nowadays social justice be- 
comes issue through emphasis 
points. carefully avoided any controversy but 
gained powerful influence over the minds those 
who met with him. His own manners were correct yet 
unobtrusive. People were always impressed his 
good taste and sense the fitness things. 
merely accepting every one individual and 
unbiased plane quietly imposed the same obligation 
upon them. 

His life was one perpetual sorrow and solitude. 
would seem that God gave him something and when 
had become attached it, God took away from 
him. Rosalie, his own sister, who had been abandoned 
her husband, died shortly after having given birth 
Euphemia. The child seemed doomed birth but 
lived until she was sixteen die tuberculosis. Her 
going seemed threaten his very life. was bitter 
conflict within his soul. But the door the taber- 
nacle found the strength completely dedicate his 
life unfortunate children the orphanages. 

This book authenticated six pages bibliography 
should find place every home. reads like 
novel, yet the life great man. Indeed, ex- 
cellent, inspirational and not sentimental biography. 


Leon Baisier, Ph.D., K.S.G., 
Xavier University, 
New Orleans, Louisiana 


Anthony, Evelyn Far Flies the Eagle 
Crowell. July 18, 1955. 270p. $3.50. 


From Russia’s defeat Tilsit until Napoleon’s final 
overthrow Waterloo one passion shaped the life 
Alexander, Czar all the Russias, the desire over- 
whelm and conquer the French Emperor. Grandson 
Catherine the Great and tutored well his grand- 
mother, Alexander came the throne consenting 
the murder his father. maintained his posi- 
tion devious ways, plot and counterplot, 
treachery and diplomacy, especially the case his 
sister Catherine, his arch enemy and his almost para- 
mour. Defeated Napoleon, Alexander capitulated 
and agreed alliance, whose terms violated 
strength after years preparation. Even with his own 
people Alexander contended save his scheme for 
defeating Napoleon. But the end succeeded 
when the Emperor was drawn into Russia, stranded 
burning Moscow and crushed the wintry Berezina. 
With his scheme remodel Europe, Alexander had 
€ss success, being outmaneuvered Metternich and 
the English. 

Miss Anthony draws thorough picture Alexander 
not true lies with the historians. 
She shows him handsome, charming, intelligent, capa- 


Anthony Barnes Gual Williams 


ble ruler, visionary whose dreams are discarded where 
they conflict with reality, sensuous voluptuary, easily 
fooled anything simulating the mystical, man 
little religion but successfully persistent schemer. 
Because the nature the story the book suitable 
only for adult readers. 


Barnes, Clare, Jr. Sleeping Under Blankets 
Doubleday. Aug. 11, 1955. 78p. $1.50. 


The author the immensely popular White Collar 
Zoo, which fitted zany captions photographs vari- 
ous zoological counterparts the denizens the cages 
commerce, tries hard make fun grow from graft- 
ing captions old stock photographs, with varying 
success. Many the captions are familiar those 
who write and receive postcards from summer resorts; 
e.g., “Sleeping under blankets every illustrated 
photograph staircase hung with icicles, (ob- 
viously taken after wintry fire); clip from old 
movie showing heroine registering something in- 
tended panic dismay when confronted 
“rough character” cloth cap, gets the title “How 
much you think should tip the help when 
leave?”; ship high and dry the beach described 
should never have let wife take the wheel.” 
Some the humor seems little out reach the 
“author,” but (or she) stretches for it, nonetheless. 
Our biggest complaint that buck-fifty seems asking 
little too much for this sort thing; but will in- 
spire fun, and may suggest new game played 
when paging through old photo albums. 


Gual, Enrique Torero: Bullfighter’s Day 
Coley Taylor. Aug. 15, 1955. 100p. $3.75. 

Some fifty photographs have been chosen from the 
thousands photographs taken, Sunday after Sunday, 
the Mayo Brothers the corridas Mexico, 
illustrate day the life professional bullfighter, 
beginning with the time rises the morning, 
through each step preparation and the actual ritual 
the event, the final triumph Captions 
and explanations accompanying each the photo 
graphs have been prepared Enrique Gual. The 
combined efforts result one the most lucid and 
sympathetic explanations the art the corrida 
which have come our attention. Aficionados who 
have enjoyed Hemingway’s Death the Afternoon, 
Tom Lea’s The Brave Bulls, any other the grow- 
ing number books about bullfighting will find this 
superbly illustrated handbook attractive amateurs. 
Sportsmen should grateful receive copy this 
book gift for birthday Christmas, for any 
occasion. 


Williams, Oscar, editor 
The New Pocket Anthology 
American Verse 
World Publishing. Aug. 15, 1955. 670p. $3.50. 
Oscar Williams has prepared another delightful an- 
thology selections verse from some 100 American 
poets, “from colonial times the present.” However, 
there much more the present, the contemporary, 
than the past. the 103 poets represented, ac- 


White 


cording count, more than would 
counted belonging the nineteenth century 
earlier. Many others were, sure, born the last 
quarter the nineteenth century, but lived well into 
the twentieth and, often enough, produced their most 
significant work their later years. The choice 
selections representative the various poets strikes 
being uniformly good and tastefully done; true 
most Mr. Williams’ anthologizing. The publishers 
have also been pleased bind the little volume well. 
But one caution may passed the prospective 
buyer: one will have have rather large pocket for 
this “Pocket Anthology” which measures 
inches. should have preferred call “hand- 
book.” Under any name should prove popular 
text for college courses American literature and 
contemporary poetry. For libraries, supplies much 
verse not readily available elsewhere. 


White, Merton The Age Analysis 
Houghton, Mifflin. July 14, 1955. 253p. $3.00. 


This the second volume projected six volume 
series being published jointly Houghton, Mifflin and 
The American Library World Literature (Mentor). 
The first volume, The Age Belief, dealt with the 
Medieval Philosophers. The Age Analysis treats the 
Twentieth Century Philosophers via selection and in- 
terpretation Morton White, chairman the Depart- 
ment Philosophy Harvard. 


The title, The Age Analysis, Professor notes, mere- 
descriptive one the more powerful Twentieth 
Century philosophical currents. Attention thus di- 
rected the fact that this century has been largely 
occupied with analysis opposed the synthetic 
system-building especially prominent the Nineteenth 
Century, Age Ideology. 


Best 


Professor White attempts, and would seem largely 
succeeds, presenting impartial view the 
ophy the Twentieth Century, least far 
chose select it. describes this century’s phi- 
losophy manifesting, general, twofold stream 
disenchantment with Hegel. One current rejects Hegel 
with certain amount reluctance and continues 
think philosophy synoptic, giving total view 
the universe and man. Here placed Croce, 
yana, Bergson, Whitehead, Husserl, Sartre. The other 
current tends more anti-metaphysical 
logical positivism. Here are found Moore, 
Bertrand Russell, Carnap, Wittgenstein. The char 
acteristically American Movement Pragmatism 
(Charles Peirce, William James, John Dewey) 
sented “mediating movement,” because aspires 
total metaphysical, systematic view reality with- 
out losing sight scientific and logical detail 
human problems. Professor White’s own preferences, 
revealed closing chapter, tends toward this 
mediating 


book this nature, being perforce paradigmatic, will 
tend oversimplification and consequent distortion. 
The picture Hegel, “the enormously muddled but 
brilliant professor,” verges caricature hegelian 
thought. Nonetheless this sort book, and the whole 
projected series, represents valuable step toward 
ting the philosophers speak for themselves. The biggest 
defect this particular volume the complete silence 
maintained large sections important Twentieth 
Century philosophical currents such the resurgence 
Scholasticism, Neo-platonism and Augustinianism 
what might termed re-hegelianization new 
level. Omission such living movements give 
myopical view. 


Sponga, 


University Scranton 
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